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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICH OF BATIONAL ETIMATES

22 December 1967

MEMORARDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

JVRJECT: The Security Situation in Rope

1. There will be little risk of hmrm or enbarrassment

to the President if 3B visits Bome in the next day or two.

As slways vhere there are crowds, s solitary sct ageinst the

President by some demented {ndividual canuot be ruled out.
Moreover, the area aramd the Vaticen will be visited by
thousands of pegple during the Christmas season, and there
will be large crowds in St. Peter's dgmare most of the

time.

2. ¥Wa bave uo information to confirm the AP's resport

that the Ttallan Corsmunist Party is plaaning a “glant

dememetration” agminst the ?maidaat| |

The vegular Italian

Compunist Party, vhile pursuing the veual Comundst 1lize,
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has not been notebly determined or succesaful in vhipping
up Italisn sentiment againat U8 policy in Vietnam. The
Communists oy any other arowp would find it more &ifficult
over the Christoas weskand to orgenize anti-American
denmonstrations than at most other times during the year.
Small demonstrations, particularly by members of the
splinter pro-Chinese party, would be possidle, but anything
larze enowh to cause difficulties for the sscurity fooces
would be unlikely.

3, The police and security forces in Rone are
tough, efficient, and well treined. They would take all
possible precautions to prevent any situation wvhich might
endanger the President, but it should be recognized that
the comprehensivensss of their precautioms would depend on
the amourt of advance wWarnlns they bhad. Over Christmms
weekend many of the security forces will be on leave, and
the authorities would probably want about 2h hours to organize
themselves. VWithout such advence notice, the chances of a
demonstration gettine out of hand vould gtill be Imirly small,

but not neglimgible.

FOR THE BOARD OF HATIONAL =STIMATES:
SHERMAR KENT
PMrector
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